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Here's what Trump's EPA boss 
was up to while disasters struck 

The devastation from hurricanes Irma and Harvey, the two weeks 
of catastrophic flooding, and the toxic aftermath should have been 
opportunities for the head of the Environmental Protection Agency 
to snap into action. 

Had Scott Pruitt done so, it would have been in stark contrast with his 
tenure so far, which has mostly consisted of making the case that the 
regulatory power of the EPA should be undermined and advocating 
that his agency be made smaller in size and scope, be deprived of a 
robust budget and enforcement power, and shift focus to what he 
likes to call "regulatory certainty" for polluting industries. In the past, 
the EPA's job in the aftermath of storms has been to help ensure that 
victims do not return to homes and neighborhoods that are toxic 
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floodwaters and sewage. 

A week ago, George W. Bush's EPA administrator, Christine Todd 
Whitman, wrote a scathing assessment in the New York Times of how 
Pruitt has been performing on the job. "The agency created by a 
Republican president 47 years ago to protect the environment and 
public health may end up doing neither under Mr. Pru itt's direction," 
she noted. When reflecting on Pru itt's performance during Hurricane 
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Harvey, she added that the EPA's recent actions, including the EPA's 
attack on an AP reporter, "are only the latest manifestations of my 
fears." 

Whitman may have missed some of Pruitt's other activities. 

Full story on motherjones.com 
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